cleanly and easily. Some tags of tissue were left in the cavity, but these appeared to arise from the inferior dental canal. The wound was closed directly. Convalescence proved uneventful except for anesthesia of the left lower lip.
Pathology.-The tumour was a well-circumscribed ovoid mass measuring 2 x 1X5 x I cm. The cut surface was of a translucent, greyish appearance, quite soft in consistency and showing small cystic areas and minute hxemorrhagic spots. Microscopically the two types of tissue characteristic of neurofibroma were found: Type A, which shows a parallel arrangement of cells and intercellular fibres giving a regimented appearance, and Type B, which consists of a loose meshwork of cells and shows the presence of numerous intercellular vacuoles or microcysts (Figs. 3 and 4). WILLIS, R. A. (1948) Pathology of Tumours. London, p. 828. ZILKENS, K. (1937) Z. Stomatol., 35, 461. [ May 28, 1951] Actinomycosis of the Jaws in an Antelope (Ourebia kenywe)
THIE skull of a female oribis, presented to the Museum by the Zoological Society of London, is of interest because the jaws are affected by actinomycosis. The animal, a small African antelope (Ourebia kenya), lived in captivity for four years and died from pneumonia as a complication of the actinomycosis of the jaws.
The skull, of which the mandible is incomplete, is that of a young adult animal. In the region of the cheek teeth of both jaws the bone is much expanded with a very thin, fragile cortex, the central portion having been destroyed. The teeth are all present but have fallen out of the expanded bony cavities post mortem (Fig. 1') . Attached to the roots of the affected molars are rounded masses of calcified tissue which exhibit a remarkably detailed symmetry between the two sides. A ground section through one of the smaller calcified masses, attached to the anterior root of the left mandibular M3, shows it to be composed of cementum (Fig. 2) . The centre is formed of an aggregation of several nodules of calcified tissue of very irregular structure, surrounded by a cortex of cernentum of more regular lamellar structure. In man actinomycosis affects the soft parts in relation to the jaws and rarely affects the bones (Cope, 1938) , whereas in animals the bone is commonly affected. a There is evidence that, as in man, the actinomycosis of cattle is in most cases due c~~~~~~~~~~to infection with a strictly parasitic actinomyces which is a normal inhabitant of the mouth, although in a few cases the d ...........causative organism may be the aerobic soil d fungus commonly found on grasses. IIn animals the portal of entry appears frequently to be the teeth, very often through a parodontal lesion due to food packing between the teeth. This explains bwhy the region of the cheek teeth is most comnly affected, as in the present specimen. According to Hutyra, Marek and Manninger (1946) the mandible is more commonly affected than the maxilla and there is a progressive destruction of the central cancellous bone with replacement by granulation tissue which may be  FIG. 2. -Ground section through apex of found growing up around the teeth. At the anterior root of left mandibular M,, showingsaetm thrisanwfmton f attached mass of cementum. x 6. a, dentine of peisamea tim e, thresuisna inewxoratsion of root. b, apex of curved root. c, aggregation of prota oe eutn nepnino nodules of calcified tissue of irregular structure. the affected jaw. The present specimen,. d, cellular cementum of regular structure. therefore, shows the changes that are characteristic of actinomycosis of bone. The hyperplasia of cementum has no doubt arisen as a result of the irritation of the lowgrade actinomyces infection. The symmetry of the hyperplasia, however, is a curious feature which would a'ppear to have a genetic basis.
